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          Many Minds.  One Mission. 

Activity #1
	
	Confucianism
	Legalism
	Daoism

	Benefits (positive things)


	
	
	

	Drawbacks (negative things)


	
	
	


SWBAT argue for the superiority of one philosophy as an effective means of governance by using clear, articulate language and relevant, accurate historical evidence.
Classwork Example 
Practice Building a Case:

1. State the Case: What are you arguing over, and what side are you on? 
Today we are discussing what the best subject is at KBMS.  Clearly, I believe that Social Studies is the best subject.___________________________________________________

2. Explain the benefits: Why is your side of the argument right? USE EVIDENCE!!!!
Benefit 1: Instead of just doing one thing all the time like reading or doing math problems, in Social Studies you get to do so many different skills; thinking, reading, writing, debating, discussing, note taking, researching, presenting.______________________________________________________
Benefit 2: Unlike classes where there is a right or wrong answer, in Social Studies you get to have your own opinion and argue this opinion with evidence to back it up._________________________

3. Explain the drawbacks: Why might your side of the argument be wrong?
Drawback 1: Some people say that Social Studies is boring because we learn about things that___ happened long ago in history that have no relevance in our lives today._______________________

4. Take a stance: Explain why the benefits of your side outweigh the drawbacks, or why is your case MORE right than the other. 

Your side: ___________________

	Better than ____________
	Because…

	
	

	
	

	
	


Build your Case:

1. State the Case: What are you arguing over, and what side are you on? 
Today we are discussing which philosophy was superior. I believe that the philosophy of ____________________________________is superior.__________________________

2. Explain the benefits: Why is your side of the argument right? USE EVIDENCE!!!
Benefit 1: _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Benefit 2: _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Explain the drawbacks: Why might your side of the argument be wrong?
Drawback 1: _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Take a stance: Explain why the benefits of your side outweigh the drawbacks, or why is your case MORE right than the other. 
	Better than…
	Because…

	
	

	
	

	
	


Exit Ticket

How much did I participate?

not at all


not enough


just right


too much

How historically accurate were my points?

not accurate at all

mostly accurate

completely accurate

How well did I articulate my points?

not well at all


well


extremely well

Debate Score:
3 points for accurate self-assessment.

3 points for debate (teacher judgment) based on criteria from exit ticket.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	17%
	33%
	50%
	67%
	83%
	100%


